INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 


mw BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 

FROM Rural Churdh Unit 

TO Dre Je M. Somerndike DATE Febe 14, 19 39 ® 
RE: 


I sent the attached letter from Devid Crawford on to Dr. Randolph, 
and he requests me to turn it over to Dr. Somerndike, asking if 
Dr. Somerndike will kindly answer the young man; also that Dr. 
Randolph believes Mr. Crawford is a good man of unusual ability. 


Di igat Ran olph 


“s 


731 nidge ave. 
: N.S., Pittsburgh, Pa, 
Jan. 31, 1939 


H,5. “andolfe 
156 Fifth ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Sir, 


You asked me when you gave me this application to put in @ special 
note to you in regards to the fact that I was the one who talked to 
you about going to Alaska. You also wished to know some of the things 
concerning my wife. You toké me to think things over a little and then 
ask you any questions that came in my mind. 


I might begin by saying that I didn't add the mame of my uncle in 
the list of recomendations because I didn't know if you wanted re- 
latives or not, but my uncle is working under your board, His name 
is Ed Black from Elizabeth W.Va. I know of the work of your board through 
him to @ great extent. 


My wife is just a high sehool graduate who took special work while 
their in the business course. She has worked for W,7. Grant Department 
Store since her graduation in 1931. She ha@ always been actively 
connected with the young Peoples groups of both Erie and of rie 
County in Pa, She has held offices in both. She is 25 having no 
physical digability as we know, In regards to recomendation for her 
Miss Grace Dean, Erie County Sabbath Association, Y.M.C.A., frie, Pa. 
could give you information coneerning her work. 


The questions that have come into my mind are these. Since I want 
to go to Alaska when my Sem&anary course is finished, Would it not be 
a wise thing to go out this summer under the board to one of your 
stations wherever there is an opening? Would that be an asset for my 
finaly getting to Alaska? I have some possibilities of gettin uple 
of churches near the seminar pply for the rest of the year 


and summer of these churches and _ 
thus help myse hrough seminary any way hinder my aim to go to alaska.? 
If-tirere ts—esn opening as you hinted to me this summer, what should be 


My attitude towards taking a regular supply job here? I want it under-= 
stood that I want to do that thing which will help the most even to the 
sacrificing of much in order to get to «alaska in the end, Please advise. 


Respectively yours, 


Mn Camand 


A-P. P...L- Te O--A- T-I ON 


(This blank is prepared specifically for the use of seminary students who desire to 
apply to the Board of National Missions for appointment in a summer vacation 
project. ) 


Date Jens (3) 11939 


1. David Hale Crawford 23 ___ Parkersburg, W.Va 
" Full Name (initials not enough) Age Place of Birth 
2. 731 Ridge Ave. , NS.Pittsburgh, Pa, | Married 
Present Address _ Single or Married 


3, Clarion Presbytery, “Pennsylvania 
Under which Presbytery are you studying as a candidate for the ministry? 


4. lst Presbyterian Church of #mlenton, Pa, 
Name of Church in which you hold membership 


5. -mlenton High School | LOB Bone! PATER 
Education: Preparatory School Class 
4sbury College | 1937 4B. 
College | Class Degree 
Western Theological Seminary Middler 


Theological Seminary Class (Junior, Middler, Senior) 


6. My major in College was in el. Hd and Kual Church work was brought out 


What courses have you had in rural church work, rural sociology and economics? 
along with General Sociology. 
7. Only that which came up in my courses in Kel. Education. 
Have you made any special studies of city church work and problems? 


8. I have always been in the Church and actively connected with the Chr 
Experience in Christian work 


did gome Le 


ned 6u2a~ é 8 g 


Sunday School work in homes, school houses and courthouses. ile held at 


ry oS) 2) " ~ 4 Oo 


~~ 


y at Falls Creek Presbyterian Church for 33 mone 


summer I was suppl 


J ded ~~ A, SY et Ned ee WJ VS 


in the Bible school I conducted last summer, I worked my way through 
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10. 
If you decide to apply, when would you be ready for appointment? 


Aimted fn pred, fL& Mihm om o7 Ahad Nyfrorerrie , 


each community every week. I was connected with this work my fur years 
a. : % ine aslase= £ 9 wb i a a 


tian 


Endeavor. I held different offices in my Church and was regularly at all 


work that the college did among the unfortu ate ones in central Ky. This 


ts, 


n 


* 
Alaska, because I feel that I have had a definite call to that field.’ -. 
For summer work I would like to go to the west, because, I had my college 
training in south and worked there some and I would like to know niére abou 
1 1 . y! W « r’ 
In what part of the mission field are you especially interested? Why? 


12. Pre ; Pe 
In what particular aspects of our missionary program, are you especially 
interested? 

ih No 


Are you a candidate for service in a foreign mission field? 


14, Alaska if the door is o ened. 
Are you planning to begin your actiye ministry in a mission center or do you 
seek to he called to a self-sustaining church? 


15. None See Lee 
Have you any physical disability? If yes, state its nature. 


16. ‘Yes } 
Are you willing to devote at least 12 weeks of service to this project? 


17. dev. J.V. Koontz, Mmlenton, Pa. 
Name. and address: of your pastor 
Prof. Howard Parker, dnl ent on, Pae 
18, Mr. H. W. Criswell, Wilmore, Ky. 
Names and addresses of two or three other references, such as business 
employer, or friend of the family. 


‘President or other representative of the Seminary 


Approved by 


Remarks: - 


February 16, 1939 


iis David Crawford — 
731 Ridge Avenue, Ne Se 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvenia 


Dear Mre Crawford: 


Your letter of January thirty-first, addressed 
to Dre Randolph, has just been referred to Dr. Somerndike — 


for attentions 


Dre Somerndike at the present time is on a field 
trip, but we expect him to return next week and shall be 
giad to bring it to his attention then, when you will 
undoubtedly hear from hime 


Very sincerely yours, 


Secretary to Dre Somerndike 
HEW 


February 24th, 1939 


Mr. David Crawford 
731 Ridge Aves, Ne Se 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Crawford: 


Yow letter addressed to Dr. Randolph has been 
referred to mee We are very glad to kmow thet you are in- 
terested in Alaska and we shall be pleased to keep you in 
mind in connection with any opening that may be available 
in our Alaska work when you graduate from the seminary. 


There is no special field to which we could as- 
sign you this sumer which would give you any particular 
‘preparation for work in Alaska. I think that if you have 
the opportunity ef an assignment to churches near the 
this summer it would be advisable for you to accept it because 
the number of atudents who have applied for work under the 
Board is far greater than we shall be able to employ. ‘The 
amount available is very limited and we have twice as many 
students as we oan supporte Please let me know whether yu 
have any possibility of seauring work in the vicinity of Pitts- 
burgh during this summer, The experience of being the pastor 
of any church during the sumer would be ch la to you in 
work in Alaska. — 


Awaiting your reply, I am 
Faithfully yours, 


JMS «PDS 


Aug. 
25th 
1959 


Mr, Devid Crawford, 
781L Ridge Avenue, N.8., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Ur. Crawford: 


in February of this year you made application 
for & permanent appointment in Alaska. At that tine, however, 
Dr, Somerndike (who was in cherge of the Aleske work prior to 
his death in March of this year) wes obliged to write you that 
there were no openings. | 


I am writing now to inquire whether you are 
Still interested in a field in Alaska, as our minister who former-— 
ly served at Graig and Klawock wes obliged to leave. This is not 
a definite promise of the appointment but simply to learn whether 
you would Like to be considered for the tields : 


If so, I would suggest that you have those who 
are familier with your quelifications and fitness for the work, 
write in to this office, testifying to your ability, etc., etc. 
Your application will then be referred to the National Missions 
Committee in Aleske Presbytery for their consideration along with 
the applications of others interested in applying for this posi- 
tion. 


We shall be glad te heat ai additional details 
regerding the field in the event thet you signify your willing- 


mess to be considered for the stereos h 


Cordially yours, 


"eta ya NO gee OF andeka Won, 


Clarksburg, Pa. 
Oct. 10, 1959 


Blanche Hopp 


Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Miss Hopp: 


I received your letter of Aug. 25, 1939, a few 
weeks ago. It was some late in coming due to the fact of my 
moving away from the seminary. 4s soon as I received your 
letter, I talked things over with my wife. Both of us 
desire very much to become located in Alaska. After 
thinking your letter over, I purposely held my reply until 
I could get back to seminary. I was hopeing to be able 
to talk personally with some member of the board before 
writeing. I did mect Rev. L.M. DLimmitt and he suggested 
my writeing at once before talking with anyone. He &lso 
suggested these men for my recomendations: One from 
the seminary, one from the college, one from an old employer 


in the field of manual labor, and one from the churches that 
I am now serving. 


these recomendations will be gent soon, If you 
desire that I send more, please advise. 


I have tried to do everything that I have been 
advised to do, beginning with my Junior year in college. 
I wag advised last spring to take a church rather than go 
out under the board during the summer, 1 have served all 
gummer three churches and am serving them now while 
attending my last year at seminery, Please advise what 
I ghould do further, 

I would appreciate any material or details in 
regard to alaska work that you might send. 


Cordially yours, 


Oct. 
lith 
1939 


Mr, David Crewford, 
Clarksburg, Pa. 


Dear 4ir, Crawford: 


I have your letter of October 10th, 
and just as soon as Dr. Everett B. King, our new Secretary 
in charge of the work in Alaska, returns from an extended 
field itimeration the latter part of this month, I shall 
bring it toe his attention, In order that Dr. King might 
have your complete record, I would suggest that you fill 
out end send him the enclosed Application blenk for con- 


sideration along with the applications of the other candi- 


dates for this seen, 


Scr! neta ee 


UNIT OF ALASKA WORK. 


ASBURY’'S GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR 


il ASBURY COLLEGE 


WILMORE, KY. 


H. C. MORRISON, D. D., LL. D., President 
Z, T. JOHNSON, Ph. D., Executive Vice-President October ale hs 1939 


Office of the Executive Vice-President 


Miss Blanche Hopp 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 


Dear Miss Hopp: 


This is to state that David Crawford of Clarksburg, Pennsylvania, was a 
student at Asbury until he graduated a couple of years ago. We found 
Mr. Crawford to be a diligent worker and with every prospect of being 
a success in the ministry or mission field. We can recommend him as an 
unusually fine candidate for such a position. 


Cordially y rs, 


Z. T. Johnson 
Executive Vice-President 


Se 


ZTI/in 


President JAMES A, KELSO, Ph. D., D. D. 
Secretary, WILLIAM R,.FARMER, D. D, 
Registrar, LA VID E. CULLEY, Ph. D., D. D, 


uf 


Founded 1825 


Che Western Theological Seminary 
Pittshurgh, Pa. 


October 11,) 1939. 


Miss Blanche Hopp 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 


My dear Miss Hopp: 

Mr. David Crawford, of the Senior 
Class of the Seminary, has asked me to write to you 
in connection with his application for a permanent 
appointment in Alaska. I am glad to accede to his 
request because I think he has many qualifications 
which fit him for missionary work in the Alaska 
field. I have known him for two years as a student 
in the Seminary. He has been a faithful student and 
has made fair grades in his studies. During two 
summer vacations he has preached, with acceptance, 
as a supply in small churches. The Chairman of the 
Committee which had charge of his work in Clarion 
Presbytery in the summer of 1938 spoke to me in very 
cordial terms of. what he had accomplished, 


Mr. Crawford has a great deal of enthusiasm 
in his make-up, and takes up whatever work he has in 
hand with zeal. In the classroom he is alert to the 
problems involved in what he is studying. He seems 
to possess the evangelistic spirit, which is such 
an important element in the work of a misSionary. 

He also possesses some mechanical skill. During his 
college course he partly paid his expenses by look- 
ing after the plumbing repairs in some of the college 
buildings. I mention this because I feel that some 
mechanical skill is very desirable in a missionary 
post in Alaska. 


Mr. Crawford was married about a year ago. 
Meeting Mrs. Crawford at some of the social affairs 
in the Seminary, I received the impression that she 
was a sensible young lady. She has had some experience 
in the business world. 


I trust that this information ray be of 
service to you in coming to a decision about Mr.Crawford. 
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Oct. 
21st 
. 1989 


Mr. T. 5. Ashbaugh, 
Clarksburg, 
Indiane County, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Ashbaugh: 


Thank you very much for your Let—. 
ter endorsing the application of David Crawford 
for the vacancy in 4laska. I shell be very gled to 
bring your letter to the attention of Dr. Everett 
B. King, Secretary of the Unit of Alaske Work, up- 
on his return from an extended field itineretion 
the latter part of this month, when he will be con- 
sidering the various applications for this field. 


Very sincerely yours, 


BE UNIT OF ALASKA WORK. 


Oct. 
21st 
(1939 


fir, P. P. Thornton, 
Morehead, Kentucky 


Dear Ur. Thorntons 


Thank you very much fan yout let- 
ter endorsing the application of David Crawford for 
the vacancy in Alaska. I shall be very glad to 
bring your letter to the attention of Dr. Everett 
B. King, Secretary of the Unit of Alesxe Work, up- 
on his return from an extended field itineration | 
the latter pert of this sonth, when hé will be con- 


| Rie tind the various applications for this: field. 


Very. sincerely yours, 


Me ee UNIT OF ALASKA WORK. 


Mr. Devid anes , 
Clerksburg, Pa. 


Deer itr, Crawford: * 


| tes Hoos hss iiaght to my attention | 
your correspondence: relative to an appointwent in Alaska. 
i note that you do not complete your seminary tra ; 
for another year, Of eourse that tise element will enter 
inte any definite errengenent thet can be made, If end 


_ when you finish your school, we will be glad to try to 


Locate you in the great Eapire of Aleska, In the mesn—_ 
time, I trust that.en opportunity will present itself. 
for us to get ecquainted, If #e could sit dow together 
in conference it would cleir up any weer cud ‘thet cle 
$6 in your mind. . : si: 


pore a 


( EBK :BH 


Hirst Presbyterian Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Jan. 6, 1940 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Misstons 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


I just wish to report that Cordova is just recovering from a 
bad e¢@ase of the Flu. We were compelled to elose the Chureh 
Christmas Day and then when we were aloud to open, J¢gx/hsle~nr 
yesterday, our numbers were small. However, our plans aur being 
built for this year. We have great hopes and expeetations.. It 
is in regards to these hopes and expeetations that I write. 


I wish to first say that Dr. Albreeht on his way baek to Palmer 
stopped in and spoke very very enthusiastieal about the Youmg 
People's Camp next summer..It was good news to me..When he spoke 
about seeing you in New York and your enthusiasm for the eamp 

I was doubly pleased. One of the great things for Cordova is 

for us to have a group at that eamp eaeh year. Two of the girls 
that were at the camp last summer are my main stand-by's this 
winter. Our Y.P.'s group is a very young group, because the 
natyral age for Youmg People is laeking in Cordova. Therefore, 
these two have been a great help. I think one of the happiest 
moments in my life was when one of these two stepped forward 

at the eamp fire our last night and gave her fagot to the 

fire and testified to the faet that Christ had eome into her 
heart at eamp. Her work now in Cordova is evidenee of the faet. 


, Now the problem that 1 write you about: I have a few young 

f/ people who I would like very mueh to see in Palmer this eoming 

. Summer..iI know the finaecial ecireumstanees of the Y.P. The trip 
}| from Cordova and expenses run nearly $35 apeace. This is out of 
all proportion for a few. Advgv¥ée I know that the town ean't help 
|. these Y.P. out but very little. However, I know a few Churehes 
and groups in Pa. who I think would like to help out such a group. 
Is it fitting and proper for me to write to these groups and lay 


the problem befare them and let them send me-money towards sue 
a program of help? If they would do this they would be eutting” 


down their own donations to the National Missions Board in all 
probability. Jf I should do sueh a thing, should I report the 

name of the Churehes helping in this manner to you?’?Or just how 

ean I go about to get help for this group? I know it is a long time 
before camp time, but I feel that we need to start building a 

long way ahead. 


Another problem I am looking forward to is the problem of 
Vaeation Bible School. Could you get me in toueh with some 
good material to be used with a very limited faeulty? Also, 
could you direct me to helps for the teachers of Bible Sehool. 
In all probability this will be for a group of children under 
the igh School age beeause at that time of the year even the 
Freshmen in High Sehool will be in the canneries. 


Hirst Preshyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


‘In the Teaeher's Quarttey of Jan. we saw a notice for old 
‘5.5. papers and quartl&ées. We have saved all the extra ones 


and some of the used copies of both. We would like to send 
them. Where would you like them sent? We do not havea complete 
set by any means, but someone might use what we have. 


Mrs. Crawford and Myself wish to thankyou and your office foree 
for the lovely eard that you sent at Christmas time. 


As I am writing thisletter I might as well report that Cordova 

is going to get a Cost Guard boat stationed here. The boat 

was in yesterday and someof the boys were up for service. They 

are gone now, but they will be back. I think that the Chureh will 
have a good chance to help the boys..A few were up in the manse 
after Chureh and they seemed very enthusiast about the Chureh and 
they seemed to desire fellowship in our groups. We hope to be able 
to reach some of them. 


An answer to these questions will greatly appreciated. 


Sineerely yours, 


ne 7 


MAIL—January—April—July—October to Everett B. King, Secretary Unit of Work in Alaska 


QUARTERLY NEWS LETTER 


From’. David H. Orawfer@ si oe CON) a 
Chure Cordova, Alaska 
Dateien. 15,1060) ee ee 


Note— This quarterly news letter is to be written in addition to all other reports. Use it for reporting the outstanding experience or 
experiences during the past three months in your church. 


The past three mounths has been paeked with work. There has been a 
marked change in the people's attitude toward the Chureh. We hope 

that this attitude eontinues. Whether this was eaused by the exeitement 
of Xmas or by a ganuine regard for the Chureh one eannot definitely 
say. We have hope of the former... However,.in spite of a raging 
epidemie of flu that eaused us to eleose Sunday Sehool one Sunday and 
hindered our work in preparation for Xmas, a very enjoyable Xmas 

eve was spent in Chureh. There were many out to these serviees that 
have never been in Church as long as I have been here. Serrow many 
times follows joy and that was our lot. Beeause the health offieers 
felt that they must close the town for everything. Flu again beeame 
rampart. Many familes were all-in bed. These of us that were able to 

be up and around took a group of families and waited on them until they 
were up. Then if we hadn't eame down by then we moved on to another 
sroup. And as the old saying goes, disaster sometimes brings the 
Sreatest results of friendship, so this flu helped to bind the town 

and the Chureh closer together. 


We are rejoicing over another factor that has come to our eity. We 
have had stationed in our city a Coast Guard boat. It is manned by 
young men. Most of them have been in the serviee but a couple of 
mounths. A great amount of effort is being expended by the Y.FP. to 
bring them to their serviees as well as to Church and 5.5. The boys 
are responding and in faet they have said that they are enjoying the 
fellowship of our Chureh. The Captain has also expressed his thanks 
for what the Chureh has been doing for the boys..We hope and pray that 
we can make qgur Chureh to fill the gap for these boys who are.away 
from home almost for the first time. And on the other hand we hope 

we gan make the Chureh and Christ so attractive that they stay away 
from the drinking houses and the neuses of shame. I might just report 
that I recently heard that the whelesale priee of the amount of drink 
that eame into Cordova in the year 1940 amounted to $735,000. That 
amount served less than 1200 people. : 


I ghould report about our Y.P.’s group. This group was brought togebher 
by the efforts of those Y.FP. who attended the camp at Palmer last 
Summer. Interest in the group has been very slow, but. interest has 

been steadily growing. Now we have soe of the Coast Guard boys eoming 
to the group and our numbers are larger, but the interest had even 
before the coast Guard came,inereased to sueh an extent that many —_ 
looked forward to the service. We think that this makes for a better 
organi ation than one that has great interest at first and then dies 
dewn,.— : See ee DT 


Clarksburg, Pa. 
Peb. 5, 1940 


Everett B, King 

Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New Yonk, N.Y. 


Dear Mr, Xing: 


Since talking with you on Friday I went 
to see Kev, Humke of Punxsutawney. He is the chairman 
of the committee on Christian Hducation. When I asked 
him in regards to ordination, he said they had no 
standing rule as to the need of having a direct call 
to @ chureh, but he said in light of a situation 
that came up before the Presbytery last spring it 
would better if you would send him a letter stateing 
your desire tiuat I be ordained. He said there might 
be trouble and if we had a letter from you stateing 
that fact, then there would be no need for the 
trouble going ag far ag it did the previous year, 
Last year it was over a man in almost the same cir- 
cumstances ag I am in, However, when you send the 
letter to Rev, Humke, there should be no trouble 
wh@tsoever in my ordination. This man's address to 
Whom you will write the ketter is:-- H.C. Humke, 
110 Church St., Punxsutawney, Pa, 


I hope you have & plesant trip to Alaska 


and I hope you bring me back some good news. Thanking 
you for all of your trouole. I remain; 


Cordially yours, 


Join Jy. era 


731 Ridge Ave. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
April 9, 190 


Mr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Ye 


5 ne 


Dear Dr. King: ag 


When I came to school I found your letter of April 
6. I thought that it was understood with you that what 
ever arrangemengs you made in regards to sailing were 
perfectly satisfactory with us. 


I might make my report in regards to getting ready. 
Anne was operated on a week ago Sat. and she is doing 
very nicely. I hope to take her home the later part of 
this week. I have started to pack and what a job. A member 
of one of my churches is furnishing me with poplar lumber 
to make bokes. The refinery where I ased to work has given 
me two great big sugar barrels to pack my dishes in. 
Last night I got one box made and filled with books. Tonight 
the ladies of one church and the men of ene of the other 
churches are coming in and help make boxes and pack. I hope 
to be able to send my stuff off by the middle of next week. 


I haven't gotten my pictures as yet, but will sent you 
one as soon as they come. I will send the report of my life 
along with the letter. 


You wanted to know when my ordination service would be. 
_ It will be on Tuesday evening at 8:00 o'clock. If it is 
_ possible for you to get to Pittsburgh, I will take you from 
\tovst and see that you will have a bed as long as you wish 
to staye 


If there is anything else, please write. We are anxiously 


getting ready to go and whatever you arrange is satisfactory 
with us. 


Cordially yours, 


? 
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April 22, 1940 


Mr. David Grawford 
731 Ridge Ave. 
N.S. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear David: 


I em sorry that it will not be possible for me to attend the Ordination 
Service. I would like to very much. I spoke to Dr. Black, and in all 
possibility he will be there. : 


Your boat sails May 25th, regardless of any other information you night 
have. Reservations have elready been made for that date. | 


I note that you want $50.00. I thought we hed egreed that you would 
take care of all the necessary expenses, and then when you got ready 
to leave you would have a total sum to submit and then one check would 
take care of the whole matter. So I believe that will be the best plan 
to follow. You can borrow $50.00 or other small items from the bank 
for thirty days. When you ere ready to give me a final accounting, 

I will then send you the check for the amount in full. ; 


I shall be very glad for your friend to write to me about his plans and 
hopes for Alaska, end the first opportunity I have I will talk to him 
about it. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK:E 


_ 
~\ 
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731 Ridge Ave. 
N.S. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
May 1, 1940 


Dr. E. B. King 

Board of National Missions 

Of the Presbyterian Church 

In the U.S.A. 

156 Fifth Aveneus, New York, N.Y, 


Dear Dr. King, 


I received the Pass on the Great Northern and I believe I 
am now in position to present my finanical report. I received 
my pictures today,so I am including one of them and I am also 
giving this brief History of myself as you asked. If you want 
more or of a different type, please write and tell me and I will 
try to give you the information. Would you also like a picture 
of both my wife and myself together. Both of our parents wanted 
a picture so we are-~having some made and I will give you one, 
if you desire. 


History 


I was: born in Parkersburg, W.Va., April 18, 1915,) but did 
not stay in that state very long. For I was less than 1 year old 
when we moved to Penn. All of my childhood remembrances are the 
pleasant adventures and pains that I received in the small town 
of Emlenton. This town is situated on the Alleghany River nestled 
in the Allegheny foot-hills. As a boy much time was spent roaming 
those hills and boating and swimming in the river. The gang to 
which I belonged was nickndmed by the town, the river rats, because 
we were on the river so much. When a boy, I was very much of a 
weakling. I was under weight aid was sick every winter. The active 
life of the out-of-doors started me toward the health I now enjoy. 

My time was not always spent in play. My Father has always 
worked and is partner in a cast iron foundry. When I was 6, I began 
helping him with the work that I aas able to do. 

By the summer that I was eight, I had become discusted at 
just play and doing the work that Dad would let me do in the 
foundry. Therefore, 1 went out to a farm and asked for work. I work- 
ed that summer and the following summer for my room and board. The 
next five summers I was able to earn my own cloths with my suiimer 
work on the farm. The last two winter I stayed on the farm and drove 
back and forth to school with a school teacher. I might just add 
that during this period of seven years, the only times that I 
missed &.S. was on the Sundays that I was sick and I was forced 
to walk in 5 miles each Sunday morning to 8.5. in order to do:.it, 

The fall following my 7th summer on the farm (my SopHmere year 
in High School), I felt that I would like to go out for football. 

I couldn't do this and stay on the farm. I needed more money for 
clothes. Therefore, I took a job as store-room boy in a grocery 
store. I kept this job until I graduated from High School. Upon 
graduatiton; the manager of the store told me he couldn't pay 

me as much as I was worth and if I cared to, try and get something 
better. I made application for work in the Emlenton Refinery 

and as soon as there was an opening, I was called. I quit the store 
to make paper boxes for the refinery. When the man who was sick 
and whose place I had taken,.came back, I was transfered to another 
part of the plant. 
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That winter my grandfather helped me by a gift of $400 and I 
went to school (Asbury College, Wilmore, Ky.) From there on I 
made my own school expences except for nearly another $400 that 
came in small gifts to me by friends. My first year at school 
I wapked at the job of shoveling coal from tue coal car to the 
Truck and then again from the truck into the school coal bin. 
This work was supplimented by washing pots and pans in the dining 
room. 

The next three years I worked in the boiler room and at 
steam fitting, plumbing, painting smoke stacks, taking care of the 
water pumps and filtration plant, the complete water system of 
the town and in fact general mechanical and plumbing work. 

During the summer vacations and each Christmas vacation, 

I worked again at the Emlenton Refinery at any job they had. Ex. 
pick and shovel, painting, landscaping, clean ups (towers), pipe 
fitting, etc, 

During my college days I was active in the student service 
league. of the school. This:league went out and held services in 
many of the poor communities around the school. We held S.S. and 
preaching services every week. 

Upon graduating from College I went back to the Refinery 
in order to save money enough to go to Seminary. That Fall I 
enrolled in Western Theological Seminary. I preached several times 
that winter in and about Pittsburgh. 

Upon finishing up the school year, took one of the important 
st es = aman's life. I married Miss Anne: Smith of Erie on May 
EO LOSS 6 | 

I wanted to get work in some church, but there seemed as 
though there were none open. Therefore, I went lack to the refinery. 
After working three weeks a call came for me to go to Falls Creek, 
Pa. and supply that chureh three mon. This proved to be a very 
great help to me dur ng the follow ng winter in the Seminary. 

The second Sunday in Jan. (1939) I went to Ebenezer Presby- 
terian church (Kittaning Presbytery) to supply. I seemed to be 
liked and they sent for me to come and supply again the second 
Sunday in Feb. While there that day, they asked me to come every 
Sunday for a while. In the April meeting of Presbytery. Ebenezer 
was again placed with Clarksburg and Tunnelton was added to the 
field. The churches were all vacant and a 1 of the churches were 
agreed to call me as Stated Supply. I worked in these three 
churches until I brought my work to a close on May. 5, 1940, 

I was taken under the care of the Bresbytery of Clarion in 
April of 1937. On April 18, 1939 I was liscensed by the same 
Presbytery and on April 30, 1940, I was ordained by this same 
Presbytery in my Home church in Emlenton. 

The greatest experience of my life was the day when I gave 
my heart over into the hands of my Master. I left High School in 
1933 with .a.great. desire: to enter the field of Sclences At the 
same time, I was going through the most depressing period of my 
life. I was not satisfied. Everything in reference to God made 
me tremble. My heart cried out and said, You need Christ. I didn't 
pray, because I was afraid to pray. I purpossely made excuses so 
I could get away from church. I lived in constant dread and fear. 
My fear was the fear of God's wrath. I knew ihe way of Salvation 
but abhored the thoughts. I lost sleep that summer and lost weight 
because of it. I went to school physically poor, because of that 
constant struggle within. The first Friday that I was in School I 
got into a prayer meeting. I saw the joy in the faces of most of 
those boys and I saw the peace that was evidenced in their faces. 
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Someone asked if there were any there in that group who was tired 
of the kind of life that he had been lifeing. The Lord knew that 
I was, I was on the last string. I fell on my knees and cried 
out to him amid my tears and the sweat that poured out over my 
body. I prayed to God. He heard my cry and put a peace in my heart. 
I slept better that night than I had any night before. That same 
peace rece ved that night is still with me today. 

That winter (1933-34) the question God put in my heart 
was the question. .in regards to my future work. I could not help 
but feel that He wanted me in His ministry. After praying about it 
the desire was made stronger. I couldn't give up my plans for the 
field of science without a struggle. I wanted to go into that field 
However, after about 8 mon. I gave up to God. Again I had a peace 
come into my heart. A peace that I. could not explain entered in. 

This period of peace was immediately followed with another 
problem. Out of a clear blue sky came the word to my soul. Would 
you go to Alaska and work for me? That was a blow. What was that 
voice? Wag it my adventurous spirit or a call from God, I thought 
it was the former and cast it off. Instead this voice cried out the 
louder. This voice haunted me for days. The burden became so heavy. 
This voice was haunting me like a shadow. One day I came in from 
my classes and 1 let my books fall on my desk, I litteraly fell 
on my knees at my bedside. My prayer was this prayer, "My Oh Lord: 
I give up. I can't believe you want me in Alaska. I believe this 
is just a whim of adventure, but I am willing to do what you 
want. I will do everything possible in order to go to Alaska. 
If you want me there, open the way. I am going. to try to go. If 
you don't want me there, close the door. I am willing to do 
thy will." Again that peace came into my heart. That night I 
wrote the Board of National Missions and since that time I have 
tried to do all they ask. 

When Dr. King finally told me that I was to go to Cordova, 
the sweatest peace peace-that Iver had experienced came into 
my heart. Since that day, life has been far more wonderful to me, 
for I feel certain that God is truly leading. 
| The health that I have, I ceéntribute to the outdoor life 
that I lived when a child and still working on the farm, 

My hobby, as such, is hunting and fishing and nature study. 
This hobby has been the outgrowth of my physical need. I realized 
a long time ago that I must have the out of doors in order to have 
health. This lead me to this hobby and now I am really an enthu- 
Siastic about them, 


Back to the letter 


I was ordained last night and was very gorry that you 
could not be theres witheus. 


: 


The following is my finanical report or standing. I went 
to the representative of the Great Northern and the following 
is his caculation and also the amount I will need to borrow from 
the board tn order to pay my debts and also the amount I advanced 
(by loan) to send my things to Seattle. I was a long way off in 
my estimate. The scales proved I couldn't judge the weight of 
boxes and crates. 


Cy Wl 
$231.91 Cost of Sending our things to Seattle 
100.00 The amount I would like to borrow to pay my debts. 
21.15 Both of our fares from Pittsburgh to Chicago 
6.30 Price of Sleeper to Chicago for both of us. 
64.34 Anne's-fare from Chicago to Seattle 
26.50 Sleeper from St. Paul to Seattle 
7.93 My Fare from Chicago to St. Paul 
12.00 Estimate of meals while on train (both) 
Tete 5 Ve c/2d, Meee 
Sea ai at Bethe “ | , 
D We spoke to the Doctor in regards to Anne's traveling. He 


suggested that we have a lay over in Chicago and one some place 
before the next 24 hours. and then one in Seattle before sailing. 
He said that if she traveled that way there would be no danger. 
That is why we looked that schedule up as presenting the above 
figures also taking into consideration the pass that you got for 
me, This. means that we will have to spend ;:-- 

1 Night in a Hotel in Chicago. 

1 Night in a.Hotel in St. Paul- 

l Night in a Hotel in Seattle¢ 

You have traveled far more than I have. This is my first long train 
ride. You know the prices of hotels better than I do. So please 
consider these as well. 


I never did understand what you said in regards to transporta- 
tion. If the board covers the above mentioned expenses please send 
me aS a loan just the $100 trat I need for my debts. If the board 
does not furnish all of the things mentioned, please add these 
on to my loan. If Anne hadn't had this operation, I would not 
have needed to make any loan. Her operation along with the things 
we have to buy in the line of cloathing and out debts were a 
little too mych. My churches and my home church have been very 
good to us in giving us many nice things and also money for some 
of my debts. I haven't gotten as much out of my furniture as I 
expected. I lost over a half on that. 


This is a mighty long epistle, but I hope it has in it the 
information that you want and need,. 


I almost forgot to mention one fact that the man at the 
Great Northern office made. He said, since we got a pass on the 
great Northern, it is possible that we might a get a pass on 
the Burlington from Chicago to St. Paul. If you can get that pass, 
then that $7.93 (My fare from Chicago to St. Paul) could be 
taken off the list. 


Cordially yours, 


hoy, Meek 
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May 3, 1940 


Rev. David H. Crawford 
731 Ridge Ave, N.S, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear David: 


Thanks for sending your history and picture, together with your —— 
expense account. Herewith I am sending you a check for #500,00, 
$100.00 represents the advance on your salary. We will deduct the 
amount that you designate each month between now and September 50th, 
in order to liquidate this loan. There will be no interest cherge, 
and all that is necessery is that the bill be repaid by October ist. 
You let me know the amount that you can afford to have deducted from 
your check, 


i am making the expense check $400.00 in the place of the $370.00 as 
you have requested. Your estimate for meals on the trein is too smell. 
You have not included any extra money for tips that you will necessarily 
be out. Neither have you included any hotel accommodations. S80 I am 
hopeful that this $50.00 will take up the slack that will be in your 
estimate. 


itam sorry that it was not possible for me to be present at your 
ordination service. 


May the Lord bless you and keep you on your journey. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK:E 
enc. 
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731 Ridge Ave. 
N.S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
May 8, 1940 

Dr. 2.5 mane 

Board of National Missions 

Of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 

156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear: Dr. King, 
I received your letter and check. I wish to thank you for 


your kind consideration for us and all that you have been doing 
for us. 


In regards to the loan of $100, you 
my salary each month beginning with the 
that we will be able to manage on the r 


take $30 out of nw", 
e salary. I feel hi 
inder. 


There is one thing that I would like to know, in regards 
to my salary that I don't think you made clear to me. I have an 
impression that you said that you would send my salary for 
June and also for May,from the 15th, before we left the states. 
I would like to know so I could arrange my budget to fit the 
needs, when I get to Cordova. 


You were going to send me material concerning the summer 
conferance that is being held I believe at Palmer. With this 
material you were going to tell me what I should do about the 
conference. You were not sure of the time and arrangements of the 
conference when we last met. 


I had the Stated Clerk of Clarion Presbytery send my letter 
of dismal to the Stated Clerk of Yukon Presbytery, as you told me. 
Now I am wondering whether or not I am to be installed or what 
sort of arrangement do I have with this church in Cordova. I 
presume I am to be the moderator of the session with the same 
authority as a regular installed pastor is here in the States. 


Would you please send me a list of the members of Yukon 
Presbytery. Then & will be looking forward to meeting the men 
as I have opportunity to do so. 


Please send me any other words of wisdom or instruction, 
that you think I should have. I want to do the best I can for 
the kingdom of Goad. 


I might report that the reservations are now all made from 


here to Seattle and we are anxiously waiting the time of 
departure. I am now in the midst of exams. Graduation is on 
the 16th and we are going to seave Pittsburgh on the 19th. 


Again I wish to thank you for all of the many things you 
have done for us, and I hope I don't fail you in the work that 
you have appointed me to do. 


Sincerely yours, 


Roe) 


Way 11, 1940 


Rev. Mr. David Crawford 
7351 Ridge St. N.S. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Davids 


Your selary, as ut stated to you, will begin Mey 15th. I do not have 
any memory at akl of telling you that your salary would be paid before 
you left the Stetes. I do remember saying very clearly that we would 
start your salary as of May 15th. With the loan that we made, 1 did 
not think that you would need any additional funds. 


The summer conference thet is to be held in Palmer will begia on 
August 18th. You will have ample time to survey the field in Cordova 
end to be governed accordingly. Rev. Mr. Bert Bingle, who has charge 
of the conference, will probably meet you at Vaidez, and he can tell 
you more in detail about the plans. 


The following is a list of the members of the Yukon Presbytery: 
Rev. Boyd Cubbage at Anchorage 
Rev. John EB. Youel, supply minister at Fairbanks 
Rev. R. Rolland Armstrong, newly appointed pastor at Feirbanks 
who will seil on the same ship with you. : 
Rev. Bert Bingle, Pastor of our Community Church at Paimer 


In addition to these men you have Miss Ann Bennen on St. Lawrence Island, | 
Miss Emme Steuffer at Bales, Percy Ipalook at Weinwright, Roy Ahmsogak at | 
Barrow until Wr. Klerekoper returns, then at Se end Rev. Fred G. 
Klerekoper at Barrow. 

I am looking forward to a real report from Kees when you get on the field 
in Alaska. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK:E 


Cordova, Alaska 
June ty ’ 1940 


Dr. Everett B. King 
% Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave., New Yorks) NY’ 


Dear Dr. King, 


We had a wonderful trip to Alaska and we arrived here 
safely Wed. night about 10:30 P.M. We were fortunate to meet 
the Armstrong's and the Arthur's on the streets of Seattle 
about an hour after we had arrived. We had close fellowship 
together on our way to Alaska. We were entertained by the 
Pederson's in Wrangle and #4¢ Mrs. Glasse in Juneau. In Petersy 
burg we had the privilege of seeing our Ghurch. In Ketchikan 
there were two young people at the docks that welcomed the Arthur's 
and took us to the Church. All in all we were inspired greatly 
by the things we saw and visited along our trip. 


On arriving in Cordova, we were met by a delegation from 
the Church, With this delegation we found Rev. Bingle. We were 
escorted to the Church and the manse. Words cannot describe our 
feeladngs as we viewed the beautiful Chapple and the manse. The 
people had just finished painting the Church and the Sunday School 
rooms. Everything was in order and it was far above the impression 
that you gave. The people have been so kind and considerate to 
us. Rev. Bingle helped by telling me some af the things to expect 
and some of the things that would help me in this field. Then he 
outlined the Summer conference. He wants me to teach a course in 
Stewardship. Therefore, I am taking this Oopportursiity to ask you 
for material on that subject. Bingle suggested that I ask you to 
send it. 


We had our first services yesterday and they were well attended. 
We had 53 children out for Sumiay School and in the evening we 
had 57 out for service. I have been told today that that is 
extremely good for this season of the year. Our prayer is. ;that 
this may continue and many sould be won for the kingdom of God. 


At this time I wish to again pledge to you and the board our 
loyality. The prayer of Anne and myself is the prayer that we may 
ever be true to the cause of Christ. If you have any suggestions 
to offer at any time, we will be glad to receive those suggestions 
for we both feel that you are working for the cause of Christ. 


I am grateful for all the many kind and thoughtful things 
that you did for us in our preparation and in our coming to 
this new field. We hope and pray that we may do the type of work 
that you desire for this field, 


Cordially yours, 


erst MH reared 


<WARLS January—A pril—July—October to Everett B, King, Secretary Unit of Work in Alaska 


Pooky, QUARTERLY NEWS LETTER 


From Sak Cracareh 
Ghurch Corel wns WAR Zi MMe Vad 
Date kre As” +9oAB 


Notre— This quarterly news letter is to be written in addition to all other reports. Use it for reporting the outstanding experience or 
experiences during the past three months in your church. 
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June 20, 1940 


AIRMAIL 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear David: 


I was glad to receive your enthusiastic letter describing 
your impressions of Alaska and your zeal and fervor over 
the prospects for the work in Cordova. I, too, have had 
some reports describing the reaction of the people. It 
seems that you and Anne have been graciously received in- 
to the hearts of the people there in vere for $5, ae i 


I am glad that Mr. Bingle had ac Boia 
you and talking to loves about he work. 


For your course on shevestalty I am sending you a book en- 
titled "The World's Goods". I think you will find it a 
very interesting discussion of of deat agn It is one of 
the best I heve found. 


Cordially vies, ! 


EBK: DH 


Cordova, Alaska 
July 19, 1940 


Dr. E. B. King 

Board of National Missions 

or the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
156 Fitth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


I have been nere in Cordova a little over a mounth and a half. The last 

thing that you said to me was at the airport in Pittsburgh. .There you 

asked me to be fair with you and give you tne facts as I found them and as 

I see them. I am glad that you wish to do business this way. What I say 

at any time I don't want it to look like I am trying to knock any other 

man or to exalt myself. I want to state the facts as I see them. I do 

not know what kind or reports you have previously received trom Cordova. 

I know comparitively nothing about what was to you while you were on 

your field trip here, but I do know that Cordova is not the Utopia of 

Church life. The Church records are in bad shape. I do not know the 

number that has been reported as being on the Church roll, put as near 

as I can learn from the records, we have only 21 members. Included in this 

2l are % that I cannot tind in town. I can find very little about them. 

There are two others who are leaving for the outside. There is also another 
Situation that iis not just rignt. Two of my trustees are not members 27 

the church and one is seldom seen inside the Church. This town is practically 
pickeled in alchol and when I say anything about it, I receive a nod of app 
roval from many who come to church, but during the next hour or so the bottles 
are tipped by some (I should say many) of this group who nodded their heads. 


Please don't get me wrong. I am not sorry I came to Alaska. Instead, I am. 
glad that I have the opportunity to be able to do my best for the Master. 
I felt that you should know the facts as I have found them here in Cordova. 
I am not discouraged in the least. I am taking for my motto that verse 
of Scripture in Jn. 4:37, "One soweth another reapeth." I think I see 
the answer to this Church in our Sunday School. I also have faith in the 
personal work that I am trying to do. Let me give examples of these two. 
The people here in Cordova believe in us#¥ing Suddays as holidays and they 
want to forget the Church. Last Sunday we had 3 members of the Church 
resent in the congregation of 21. The rest were new comers to the town 
or some that I had been talkinz with. One man who was present was there for 
the first time in years. He is an old man who has lived in Cordova since 
its early days. He told me one day that the last time he had been in Church 
was an evehing his lodge had charge. That was many years ago. At first his 
attitude toward me was one of indifference. Since our first causal meeting 
in the Dr.'s office I have been in his house and talked with him many times 
and also in Church. I have great hopes of seeing him again in Church from 
his own statements this week. The same evening there was another man in 
Church wo had come the Sunday before. I know that this was his first time 
in years.I believe that this is another good example of casual meetings and 
casual conversations. I expect him back as well as the other man. 


I spoke of the Sunday School. I believe that this is the big salvation to 
this Church. Our attendance has stayed us exceedingly well. The last two 
Sundays have been the finest in regards to weather, but still the children 
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come. They come because they want to come. In a number of cases I know it 

has been the desire of the children to come to Sunday School that has kept the 

parents home until after the service. Otherwise they would have been gone on 
picnics early in the morning. This is encouraging indeed. 


We started a new Sunday School class for the oldre young people. This 

class is a source of great joy to us. Those who have enrolled have expressed 
their appreciation of such a class. They are all non members of the Church, 
but some are already thinking about joining with the Church. This group 
seems very loyal to the Church and they are regular in attendance. I also 
find the highest ideals of the twon represented in this §.S. class. 


The young people's work is tatally on the rocks at present. The canneries 
have moved into their big season and I have only 2 young people remaining 
in the city. The rest have moved out to the canneries and are working there. 
Sunday is just another working day to them. I am trying to keep in touch 
with them wherever they are. Some of them were interested in the church 


before the season started and we hope to have them all back with others 
at the close of the season. 


I should report on the condition of the natives in this town. This is a very 
sore spot indeed. The whites will have nothing to do with them. All the 
whites care about the natives is the money they have to spend and their 

women that they can use. This is a deplorable state. Even within the Church 
there is that awful hateful spirit. It does to a large extent have the 
tendency of drowning out the Christian atmosphere that one tries to 

build up. The government man who has been here has been working on this 
problem and helped to a great extent. He is one of the finest Christian 

men that I have ever met. He comes to §.8. and Church whenever possible. How- 
ever, he has been turning over the school to an independent group who 

have been holding services for these natives. Theyseem to be doing much good 
with the natives and at the good suggestion of Rev. Bingle + have kept 

out of the native work. The sad part about this government man is the fact 
that he is being transfered. His transfer came after we had made plans 

in regards to a still larger program for the natives that would, we hoped, 
help to erase this feeling between white and native.. All that we can do 

now is wait until the next man comes and pray that he is as great a Christian 
as the man that is leaving. 


I will close this rather dismal letter by stateing, I am happy in the 
service of the King. 


Sincerely yours, 


ow WM. uaz 
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UNITED PROTESTANT YOUNG YBOPLE'S CONFERENCE =~ 
* « . » YENG'S LAKE, ALASKA, AUQGUST 15-22, 


ef YP base ‘ he: 
oratrip 
of 255 miles across the Gulf to Seward: There was boarded the Al Rails 
road train for an additional 170 miles to Matanuska, where we were pi ked wu oa r 
in a truck by Rev. B..J,. Bingle, pastor of the Palmer clureMs 
The delegation from Cordova included: Rubye Karo, es achool teacher, — 
Jeanne Phillips, Charlene draft, Charlotte Haslet, Virginie Nicholoff, high — sf 
school students, and Rev. & Mrs, David Crawford, The delegation was aided ~~ 
in traveling expense by reductions fron the steazship and railroad companies, — 
but the expense was still quite high, being $30 each person for round trip, 
To give a clearer picture of the founding of the camp, let us look to ey 
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the organization sponsoring 4t. The Territory of Alaska is divided by sections 
between the various Protestant denominations, Most all the towns and villfages — 
are small so it would be very umwise for two Protestant churches to try to — 
work in one locality. The Presbyterian has ite cesignated sections to work ~~ 
in , the Methodiate theirs, ete, Sut all the ministers and leading laymen 
of these various churches have combined their efforts for better work in the 
organization known as the United Pretestant Counell. The first plece of — 
work to be done by this Council was the organization of a Young People’s Camp 
on a three acre site along King’s Lake, It is truly a beauty-spot of natures 
>The Lake is large enough for good swiaming and boating, but still email aa 
enoush that the leaders can keep in full view at all tines, the campers while 
they are out on or in the water. The Laxe is surrounded by birch, aepine and — 
goruce trees, Back of this circle of trees, are the magestic hich, towering — 
mountains, with their white snow capa. The Camp buildings arey a large leg 
mess hall, one les bunk house and seven large tents, four of which have wooden 
floore and emall stoves. Within the next two years, we who are interestediin 
the imcrovement of the Camp, hope to be able to build so large log Assembly — 
Hall and all log bunk houses, We expect to do thia with the combined efforts | 
of the young people here in Alaska and any financial aid we may be able to — 
get from friends in the states who are interested in a better Youth Program 
or Alaska. 7 : 
Aa the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches are the two leacing Pretest- 
ant churches, they were fully reeponsible for the pregram of the Camp. It 


will find that only where the white a 
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one, disregard for the law, made their inroads into the natives life. MG 

V"" Several of theyoung people came to the camp for the mere idea of having a 
good time, It was well te note at the end of the session that these young 
people had not only had a good time, but had learned much of the problems of 
life, the Bible, personal relations to God; and on the last night of Camp, ded- 
icated their lives to whatever service Christ may call them to, 

The closing evening service was a Faggot Service. Dr. Albrecht, physician 
and surgeon at the Government Hospital in Palmer, gave a very inepiring seseage 
It was a besutiful moon-Bit night, and the lake as snooth as glass. The boys 
made a large wooden cross, laid it down flat, put candles all over the side, 
facing up; then took this out onto the aiddle of the lake, laid it on the water 
and lit the canddes, so during the entire service, we could see this flaming 
croes on the water, We were 211 meeting around a small bon-fire, Aa Dr. Ale 
breeht concluded hie sessage,he gave the invitation to the youns people to 
Gecdicate their livea to cur Lord Jesus Christ. In se doing, they would rise 
to their feet, walk to the fire, pick up a fagzot (small pice of wood) and 
throw 1t on the bon-fire. This little act of adding to the fire, waa their 
Symbol of offering their live to Christ, Next the invitation was given to 
those, who had dedicate their livers before but now wanted to aake a new cone 
secration to Christ. Lastly, the invitation was ziven te these who would like 
to follow Christ, but the Way was not yet clear, and would like to have the 
other young peovle pray for them. By thie time nearly every yount peracn and 
faculty member had place a £agzgot on the fire, now making it a roaring bon} 
fire, It was indeed an impressive service to see White, Indian and Eskiuo 
youns people all atriving for the aaue purpose, without any thought or barrier 
of race prejudice. 

Pollowing are a few quotetions from the youns seople, as to what the 
King's Lake Youth Conference meant to thems 
“fhie year at camp hae been the highesfpeint in my life so far) few truthe 
have come to me, not only from the staff but from the studente also. iI don't 
believe I can mingle with a more pleasant group of students than they who seek 
new truthe and try solving new preoblens, 

“Valenteen Tutiakoff «Aleut Indian, desiring to atudy fer 
the ministry, who lg now at .« Jesse Lee liome (Methodist) in Seward, Alaska 
“It gives se a desire to knuw God and te learn more of Him, Being out in 
nature, it makes me feel closer to God. Through conference I ¢an cet more help 
in devotions and Bible study, andit also helps me to meet a lot of new friends? 
~Hagel Aveoganna, Eskimo from Yainwright, Alaska, now attending the 
Government Vocational School at Exlutna, Alaska, 
| “Maybe 1t 1a just the atmoatphere of King's Lake, or maybe it is the fellowehtp 
'@f all Alaska, but whatever it is, the memories I shall take home with me will 
| gerve ac an incentivé to bring me back next year," 
{ “Virginia Nickoloff, partenative of Cordova, now « senior in highscaecl. 
"?nie past week has been agreat experienée in the lives of each one of us, 
Through the gembere of the faculty we have learned more of the Christ who died 
on the Crose for ue, and they have aided us in obtaining an understanding of 
Christianity. This camp hae been a great auccese in the minds of young people, 
Sonnie Hartin, white ¢irl from Fairbanks, senior in high achool. 
This is an example of the work being done among the youn; people in Alaska, 
but sopge yet have never been touched by the gospel, so many places yet have 
never been reached by the missionaries, Go, we of Alaska, are looking to you, 
our friends in the States, for prayers and financial aid to help earry the 
blesse@ Gospel to All, here in this “last Frontier of the Ulited States,* 


Members of Faculty at King’s Lake Youth Conferéneet Qaerh 


Dr. Walter Torbit, head of Methodist Mbhasions in Alaska \ i: 
Rev. 5. J. Bingle, dean of Camp, pastor of Presbyterian Church At Palmer poe 
‘Rev. & Mra, Roland Arastrong, of Presbyterian Church at Fairbanks > a 
Reve John Youel, Presbyterian pactor-atelarge of Alaska 4 ae pees g 
_Mre. Leland bellinger, instructor from Methodist Jesse Lee Home, Seward it 


the ‘Boyd Gubkage, pastor of Presbyterian church at 
z re it Co 


| Rev, & Mre, David Crawford, | 
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MAIL—January—A pril—July—October to Everett B. King, Secretary Unit of Work in Alaska 


‘get QUARTERLY NEWS LETTER 


From David H.. Crawford 


Church__First Presbyterian Church of Cordova Alaska 
Date Sept. at's 1940 


Note— This quarterly news letter is to be written in addition to all other reports. Use it for reporting the outstanding experience or 
experiences during the past three months in your church. 


I believe the letters sent in the Mounth of June and July will tell the 
important things that I encountered those mounths.. Since that time much 

has taken place.. The latter part of July was the most hectic season that 

I have ever encountered..I was trying to line up our delegation to the 
Y.P..'s eamp at Falmer. In the midst of this rush the fish began to run. 

The canneries began to yell for workers. Boats were coming into the dock 

to load fish and no men to work the boats. After many frantic appeals had 
been made for workers, I went to the dock and offered my servicws.. Between 
doing the studying that I had to do and tending to the affairs that came 

up and working from 8 to 12 hrs. a day at the dock I was busy. However, 

the best Pastorial work that I did this summer was accomplished while 
woring at the dock.. There have been some of those men in Church since lI 
went to work. I have the respeet of all the men,, and they put their complete 
trust in me. Just the other day the fire Chief and Chief of Polece and 
general foreman for the town came and said, “The best thing that you have 
done in Cordova was your going to the dock and work." I might tell a 
little story on how I handled one man who I had worked with. Coming back 
from Palmer there was a man on the boat that I had worked with. We were 
standing talking when three other men came past and said to my friend come 
with us." I saw that they had a bottle. When my friend turned to go tC 
reached out and took the man by the neck and pulled him back and gaid, 
“Just because you have $50. in your pocket and more coming to you when 

you get to Cordova is no reason for you going and taking ¢ drink. I haven't 
seen you drinking before and I don't want to see it now." He looked into 
my face and said, “why I haven't touched a drop since fast year." I replied 


that's fine, now don't spoil your reeford." He replied, "All right and 


turned and spoke about the beautiful seenery.. I then came back to the? = 
Church and said, "I haven't seen you in Church yet, why not come tomorrow 
night." He didn't reply, but on Sunday night as I entered my pulpit there 
sat my friend and he has been regular in attendance. I don't give that 
story to show how to do pastorial work, but I give it to show that some 
of these people need that kind of handleing and the fact that you have 

to get next to them before you can do a thing. | ; 
One of the greatest highlights of the summer was our Y.P.'8 camp at 
Palmer. For a report on the camp I am encloseing a report that we have > 
written up of the eamp and Sil athe data different Missionary : 
Societies who we are in correspondence with. 

September has come with the apening of school and the exodus of most of 
the fishermen and cannery workers. Many have gone to other parts of 
Alaska to work. .Our members and those interested in the Church work have 
been cut to few in number, but I still feel that we have a great tak 

on our hands that has to be done,. We are trying to gather in the loose 
ends or our organization and set the Church on an active program. This 

is slowly being accomplished..As far as numbers our numbers are small 

and I rather imagine that they wea remain small, but there is at the 
present time a better feeling toward the Chu#¥ch than when I came. 


Sincerely yours, - 


Hirst Yreshyteriam Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Gordova, Alaska 


October 19, 1940 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King: 


In report of our work for the past mounth I might say that 

the work is continuing and we are doing our best.. However, 

much might be said. Roughly I would say that the population 

of Cordova is almost cut in half when compared to the 
population of the summer. The population is smaller now thah 
ever in the history of the town, but the numbers turning out 
for service are high in comparison with other years. (This 

last statement made from what old residences say.) As far as 

a program is concerenéd, we have tried in every way to build 

up an active Church program to meet the needs of the community. 
I have tried to cooperate in every way with the civic programs. 
At present we have a better understanding between white and 
native than there has been. This is largely due to the man 

who is now in eharge of the Indian affairs. The Chureh is 
trying to help him as much as possible. The past mounth has 
been full of planning and organizing, but we have one great 
difficulty to buck 11 the time. It is a difficulty that will 
hinder all of our organizing and our planning unless we can 

get the trouble settled out. This is the broblem of sé@lfishness.. 
It is expressing itself in Cordova by small cliques. The sad 
part is that one of the stpongest of these is within the Church. 
They represent a part of our officers. I would say that this 
one clique is causeing more harm to the church of Cordova than 
almost anything else. In talking with some of the people of 

the town about their relation with the Church, they say, "If 

it were not Sor that small group, who think they are running the 
Church, © would take more part." Some add for the last sentence 
"I would come to service." I know that such eppressions are 
used to cover up and as an excuse, but there are too many 
sincere people saying this not to think of its significance. 

I believe that this is our biggest problem in Cordova. It is 
far bigger than the dr&rnk or the moral problem, and I wish that 
you would remember us in your prayers in regard to the problem. 
I know that God answers prayer and He can solve the problem 
where we cannot. 


I might report that we are finding each and every day individuals 
who have drawn up into themselves because of these cliques. As 
we find these individuals and get to know them, they are indi- 
viduals with wonderful personalities and characters. Some are 
now turning more to the Church. Our adult class that we started 
is taking more interest with these individuals. Such incidents 
as these give us much courage and hope, and we are going to 
carry on to the best of our abilities, 

Cordially yours, 


ee eee 


Ootobex 23, 1940 


Rev. David Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska | 


Dear David: 


I appreciate your report and letter of Octeber 19th. 
I wonder if you are trying to conduct adult Bible classes during sone 
weekenight. It secms to me that this ought to make an appeal to the 
people in Cordova, : 


You might conduct this Bible study in the various 
hin going from one home to another, and this would not only provide 
Bible study but would also provide a meane of social contact, You 
may work this thing through and if you think it 1s worthwhile, try 
it. 


Remember that no problem you have is as Sig as the 
God you serve. So lean heavily on him and let him lead you, That 
is your answer, | 


Cordially yours, 


EBK 3 TTL 


~# 


Hirst Presbyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Nov. 15, 1940 
Dr. Everett B. King 
Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


I wish to make my monthly report and also thank you for your 
letter of Oct. 29th. I might say this much about that letter. 
The suggestion that you gave in that letter in regards to a 
Bible Study group during the week has been a problem that I 

have been working with since my coming to the field. I have always 
had hope of carrying on such a program and I still have hopes. 
However, if such a program is started, I am almost positive that 
those in attendance will not be the members of the Church who 

one would think would be attending such a meeting. It was this 
group that I approached long ago in regards to starting a mid- 
week service and they replied that such a program would be a 
failure and they definitly said that as far as their attending, 
it was out. Their cry is too much other things. The other things 
ha pen to be lodge and social parties. However, I am glad to say 
that I have been working with another group. They are composed 
chiefly of new comers into the comunity. They happen to beyx the 
nuclei of the Sunday School class that we started soon after 
coming to Cordova. A few of that class are showing some interest. 
We hope in the near future to give such a program of Bible Study 
a try. The number in attendance is going to be small, but those 
who will come, I think, will be individuals who will in the near 
future take more and more the responsibility in the Church, That 
is my hopes and prayers. Due to housing conditions, your second 
suggestion of meeting in the different homes, seems to be out. 
However, the front room of the manse is ample space for such a 
program and the group mentioned above feel as much at home here 
as they do in their own homes. 


In making this report I thought it might be best to tell you in 

a general way the way some parts of our program are being carried 
out. I will speak first of the young adult Class. Upon our arrival 
we found the Sunday School with only classes fon children. Even 
many of those in High School had stopped coming, thinking that 8.58. 
was child's stuff. We also learned that there was a group of Young 
Married people within the town who seemed to be shunned from the 
town's society, because they did not care for the fast life that 
this society demanded. We tried to get their names..Then cards were 
sent out inviting them to 5.5. On those cards we stated the fact 
that a new class was being organized. A good group responéed and 
Mrs. Crawford was elected to be their teacher.. The group have 

met in the manse And healthy discussions have arrisen. Many times 
members of the class stay after S.S. hours and keep the discussion 
going. The class also felt that one evening a mounth could be 

set aside for a social. These have been informal and well attended. 
However, many times ratner than playing games all evening, some of 
the group have gotten into healthy Bible discussions. These are 
having their effect. One young man has asked that regardless how 
small the class may become, don't give it up, because of the good 
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that he has received. Another young man who is single and rather 

lonely has stated the same thing. This young man also came to 

our home last week and wanted to talk to me. Certain problems 

have now arisen in his life,as he states it, because of what has 

come out in the Class and from the evening services. We came into 

my study and talked from 8 until 3 in the morning. He is at the 

point of dedicating his life to Christ, but there are certain 

battles that he has to fight out with himself. In the course of 
conversation I learned that he did not have a Bible. He is reading 

law and in hope of someday taking the bar exam, in Alaska. The boy 

is up against it financially and we have been doing as much as possible 
to help him, I didn't have a new Bible to give him, but I gave him 

an old one that I had and he was so thankful. He left the house 
promising me that he would read it, and I know he will. Our prayers 

are for his final dedication. Work here is. going to be slow and 

each one must be almost hand picked, but I have faith that perservience 
will with in the end as long as we stay true to God. 


We are having accute problems in the 5.S. in regards to workers. 
The avaiable workers are small in number. We are running on a 
shortage of teachers. We need in the neighborhood of al least 4 
teachers and someone to ack as supertendent. The teachers are just 
not avaiable. Home conditions are such that those that we could use 
can't come. However, even with such a condition the attendance is 
way above the expécAtation of all of us. 


Our weakest point is in the High School group. That is small just 
because of the scarcity of pupils. This hinders an active Y.P.'‘'s 
program. There happens to be a faction in this group between the 
Seniors and the Freshmen and a program seems dead. How we can over- 
come the problem is more than I can see at the present. I know that 
the evils of the town have caught a few and that makes the problem 
a serious one. One girl in particular knows that we know the truth 
and she is so ashamed of herself that she is afraid to meet either 
Mrs. Crawford or myself and will avoid us. 


We have a point of great hope. There is a group that have not reached 
the High School as yet who are slowly becoming Church minded. Some 
very interesting tales can be told about the boys. I am their Sunday 
School teacher and the town has also elected me as Ass. Scout Master. 
Upon arrival we had 3 boys to S.S. This group has been slowly growing. 
Now we are getting from 12 to 14 each Sunday. It has not been action 
on my part that has brought the boys out, rather it is themselves. 

If I see a boy on gthe street who was not there the Sunday before, 

he almost varriable starts to tell me that he will be there next Sunday. 
This made me curious. I began to ask questions and I learned that 

the boys are beginning to threaten each other when they do not show 
up for S.S. What measures they are taking, I know not, but I do know 
that the boys are working on a system that is working. I might also 
say that at first the group was a constant head ache, but now they 
have settled down and are asking intelligent questions. Discussions 
are free and to the point. 


I might say this much about the corresponding age in the girls. Here 

we have even a greater number. The one who is working with the girls 
seems very capable. Their group has remained rather steady since our 
coming, but they have always included almost all of the possibilities. 

If we can in some way errase the aj)parant distrust for the opposite 

sex in this age group, we will probably start a junior Y.P.'s society. 

If not, we will probably have to wait for a time until they become older. 


\ 


\ 


This past Sunday (Armistice Day Sunday) we had a wonderful service. 
The American Legion suggested that they unite with us in having 
their service. I beligve much good was accomplished from the service. 
I am enclosing a coplw of the program that was used. The programs 

were printed at their expense. 


In regards to Benevolent money, I might report to you that the 
Church is planning better support than in the past. I am sending 

in out collection of Children’s Day on this same boat. That was 

an overshght on my part. The S.S. officers have voted to send their 
collection on Thanksgiving Sunday. We are also planning a service 
for Thanksgiving Day. We are going to use the material sent out by 
the “ational Mission board and the collection from that service will 
all be sent. The envelops that you sent have been passed out 

and a special appeal was made that they be returned with sacrificial 
Siving. Some have come in and that will help our amount. The trustees 
have not forgotten the verbal deal that they mde with you and are 
planning to bring that up to date as soon as possible. Running 
expenses are high in this city and it is keeping the Trustees busy to 
keep up. 


I might report for your information a few other things. I have tried 
to the best of my abilities to fit myself into this commmunity. I 
have been made a member of the Chamber of Commerece and in that 
organization I have been working on different committees. I have 
also been voted into membership of our Firemen and I have tried to 
uphold the work of a faithful citizen. As said before I have been made 
Assistant Schut Master and most of the work of the troup has been 

put upon me. I have also worked on committees of the P.T.A. and other 
civic affairs. Mrs. Crawford has also fitted herself into the work 
of the community. These things take much time from the pointed work 
of the Church, but in a general way they are doing much in helping 
the Church. For example, hardly a day goes by that someone fails 

to mention to me the value of my helping the town out this summer 

by my working on the dock. I firmly believe that we can work for 
Christ in other ways besides preaching the Gospel and I am doing ny 
best in all ways possible. 


As a general report of the past mounth's work, I will say that we 
seem to have picked up our planned program. The program is far from 
perfect, out a better understanding and a better feeling have arisen. 
As long as we have good weather our attendance will stay up, but 
weather is bound to play a big roll in our attendance. For example, 
The first Sunday of this report saw a beautiful morning and a good 
S.S. attendance. That afternoon and evening we had a wind and rain 
storm with so much violance that is was unsafe to venture out. Only 
those in cars and taxies ventured out. 


Thank you for your suggestions and if from any of my reports or 
from elsewhere you find any sugzestions, please send them. They 
are appreciated and will be used wherever possible. 


Cordially yours, 


ee Yer ae!) me ae 


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF 


CORDOVA, ALASKA 
Armistice Day Program 


‘ ' Sponsered By 
} American Legion & Auxiliary 


Aimy ABE 


November 10, 1940 


Worship Program 


Prelude 


Doxology 
Invocation followed by Lord's Frayer 


Responsive Reading No 541 
Hymn ~No. 125 (All Standing) 


Litany of Peace (Seated) 


) 


Lend er Sea beloved brethren, hear tne 
words of noly Seripture: Have ye uot known? It 
.3 God that Sitvtveth upon the circil of the. 
€ertn, and hath maae of one blood all nations 
I men -foxr to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined tne tines appointee 


ed, an@“ine bounds of their ha ditations: thateces 
tliey should seek the Lord, if haply they might 
221 after nim, and find him, tnough he be not 
av fron every one of us. Acquaint tnyself 

iow with him and be*at peace; thereby sood 
cuall-eome unto thee. Depart from evil and do 
2099; seek peace and pursue it. reace, peace 
hat is far Se aiid US nimn-<that ie 


a, 
near, saith-the Lord. Thou wilt keep him in 

pertect peace whose haa is stayed on thee. 
Psace EF Ieave witn you, saitn tne Lord Jesus, 
my peace I give unto you. Let not your heart 


be troubled neither let it be afraid. 
Let us pray. 


Almisaty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
abidinz in divine unity and pea from ever- 
lastinz to everla&Sting, grant us, 2auid tne 
conflicts and perturbations of tnis transient 
world, tne comfort of a perfect trust in Thee. 
Ptople:--Bring our nearts unto peace, O God. 


2 


Leader:--From tue vil power of selfishness 

and anzer and grecd, from tat lusts 7nd ¢2seidons 
that bexet sg vife in’ the soul aia wa? LHONS 
brethren, frou’ avaricc, vainglory and revenice= 
fulness, Géeliver us sic savi‘uz: 

People:=--Brinz our usarts unto iny.pelce, OC God. 
Leaders--zy tne love of aprifatuess “ane rair 
desalinz, sy TidclLity.iIN Our Own Gubies” 2nd =a 

aue regard for tic risits of tcicre, oy eee 
spirit of brotherly kinegnhess sna tic agesaPrerte 


give and’to bless, uplift’as,; ane cuict us; uaae 
aeke “Us SVeCON as 


Feople:--Brins our neasrts unto Thy peace, © sod. 
Leaderr--As~Tadu hest given to our country 
liberty “snd “power, "SO [UTGs" Day Serve we 
Fresidsit; “2c “sll Stacrs 1b 3e ieee ee 

all our pldpies bs \ ao Obi Aa CLonss “Zlseo- tas 


Ways toat ache for -petce Sn eertea one oom weee 


Smo: cw. “Let tee eda wa beaten into plouyn- 
snares, 2nd tas aepetrs into yranin~—nod0ts, “and 
let peate Tlew Likes awe. 
bcopl¢e f--SsVe tai world fro wer 
begets hoet ae Bigs PE g HF | 
4 <ee o< 
sb . 


>. UF SOaGy 

¥ S11. ciaitics 
orts id conai- 
tions Gi ate. ee Jy 4Yaun May eu SeOrn eae 
poor nor tis poor nate thie rich, *t4-t 1) eae 
fairntss Way be rearess<a “nad Gti” inesuitics 

s c0Ol1lSnéG, . 200 tiie pesGat 11. douOr gs ee 
AOtE bie 200G (OF (tle Ganon Gare 
Feoplet--Save .tic state from Giscord, © God. — 
Lecaur3:--Espscinlly:for Thy noiy Ca wren univ.rsil 
we implore tne plessins of pelGe; tat 2il mise 
trust, hatred, ind Aostility Getwevn Cnristicns 
nay De reaoved; tair.t sll wio love the Lora 
Jegus in sincerity und trata Asy 1carn to Love 
and Nelp sone .2notlcr.i& Mais ger Ices; -tace il 
unhappy divisions and strifcs a2i0on., tie cisciplis 
of Christ mcy bs Gone Sway; BnC LAlv toe eos 
folds of faith may be exbracec in’one fiock, 
following tac Shepherd, even Jesus the Ssvicur 
of mankind. 
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Announcements :-- 


Hymn No. 127 (All Standing) 
Serioture Lesson 
Romans 12 


offertory Frayer 
Special Choir Selection 
Silent Frayer 


Sermon j 
"Rnricainz Spirituel Life™ 


Hymn No. 178 (All Standing) 
Benediction  . | 


Postlude 


. 
vs 
. 


che ney i . 
We wish’.to announce that this program 
will move alonz un-announccd. Please follow 
the order of .sarvice tarouzhout the service, 
We also desire tnat. all enter into the - 

spirit of tne service. 


Tiis service is being sponsered by the 
Anerican..Legion,.tn¢ir Auxilary, the Nat- 


ional Education Association, These organ- 
-i°ations are cooperating with the National 


organization of the.i.T.A.,wnio are this 
cominz week celebrating gducation weck,. 
These organizations have sugz=ested the 
Sernon topic for this evening's service. 


The officers of the Ladies Aid wish 
to remind the different Circles that 
they are holding their regular meetings 
this coming Wednesday afternoon at 2:50. 


Larlatto meet with sirs. bpurgen 
Good Neighbors meet with Mrs. Koch 
Fezsy-Keith weet with Lrs. Ray Gross 


Ye wisi to call your attention to the 
fact that we are having our regular 
Sunday Services next Sunday. 


Sunday Scnool at TOSSO ASM. 
Young reople's Meeting 7:00 F.h. 
Zveninz; Service at 7:45 .2.h. 


Ne wish that all keep in mina the 
fact that Thankszivinz will be observed 
4n Cordova on Nov. 21st. In connection 
With that day there will’ be a-union 
Thanksziving service in this Courch at 
10:30 Aww. All are cordially invited to 
attend. 


"No peace w2s ever won froin fate, 
by suoterfuce or agreement; no peace is 
ever in store for any of us, but tnat 
which we shall win by victory over shaine 
or sin,--victory over tne sin tnat opp- 
resses, as well as over that which 
corrupts.” .--Ruskin. . 


wee TT 


November 26, 1940 


Rev. “avid H. brawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear David: 


I read with a great deal of interven. your ‘Letter, of Hovem-— 
ber 14. You heve an uphill pull and I want to commend you 
in the fine and splendid way you are going about the work. 


There is only one thing I want to caution you about and 
thatis the matter of your own personal Life. It is abso- 
lutely essential end necessary that you remain humble. I 
do not feel there ig much denger of your being otherwise; 
however, your enthusiasm and determination aight creete 
the wrong impression at times. Pleese, therefore, guard 
yourself that no false impressions @re created. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK : DH 


— 


Hirst Presbyterian Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Oct. 2, 1940 
Dr. Everett B. King 
Board of National Missions 
New Yokr, N.Y.. 


Dear Dr.. King, 


I received your letter of Sept. 2lst this morning. I was very glad 

to get it and see that there were so many interested in our problems. 
That is encouragingto me,. because I have been working and worrying 
about these problems. 


By this $ime you have in your hands a letter prepaired by the 
Board of Trustees and signed by Walter Hodge. That letter is 
under date of Sept. 2lst. I think that that letter will set forth 
our problems very well.. 


However, in regards to our heating problems I should explain. Upon 
ariving I was told that the heating problem was a major problem. My 
Dad is a furnace man and I made much of my way in College by Plumbing. 
Therefore I was interested. I had been here one Sunday when the 
Furnace finally broke down.. The building was filled with smoke and 
could not be stopped. With the aid of another man I went to work on 
the furnace myself in order to save the Church money. We tore it 
down from top to bottom. We got it partly back together, that is 
Just enough to take the chill off the building, when Mrs. Taggart 
came to Gordova. In showing her the building I showed her the gym 
and she was forced to see the way the furnace was in at the time. 
It was a sorry mess with parts covering the floor. Since then I have 
finished the repairs, but they are just repairs. How long they will 
last no one can tell.. The repairs can only be temporary. When you 
wrote Mr. Hodge and asked that we give you a list of our urgent 
needs the matter of the furnace had to be included. Our line of 
discussion you can find in his report.. I worked with the men that 
made the estimates for all of the repairs and I know they are low. 
Now with your letter of Sept. 2lst before me, I am in doubt of what 
to do. Do you desire that we do the work as we have included in our 
estimate? That is, relining the present furnace and making a change 
over from coal to oil which will go a ways in peying for itsalf in 
fuil saved..Or do you desire that we take the other sugzestion of 
replacing the total system with a single unit? If you desire we do 
the latter, the cost will probably exceed $600. Please inform me 
which of the two suggestions we should do, 


I believe I should lay stress on the same problem as did Mr. Hodge. 
Our big problem since I have patched the furnace is the roof. The 
present foof is beyond patching. We now use buckets and pans in the 
attic to prevent total damage to the interior and we hope and pray 
every wind that the roof doesn't start to shed its shingles. I should 
tell you about the feelings of the Trustees. When they were preparing 
the estimates sent you the 2lst of Sept., they were in some ways 
afraid, There estimates seemed so high. I offered the suggestion that 
we be frank about the matter and the men were frank. I might add to 
their report that there are many small matters under the item of 
repair that they did not mention... They are doing their best to take 


Hirst Preshyterian Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


care of them. I am doing all I can to help by doing a lot of the 
labor myself. This saves much because labor is high. There is 

much to do that I cannot do and have to call in others. However, 

I think the trustees need to be complimented on the way they have 
been working. Their sourse of income has been cut. We have % 
fewer people in the city. Those that are here are not flushed wi 
money. Many, Many of our active Church goers have moved to other 
towns for work, but still the trustees report that they are creeping 
toward the point Wé#é where we will be in the black and not red. 
When I came they had a note in the bank. That note has been slashed. 


I wish that you would look up the Trustees report of Sept. e2lst and 


then advise me on the action that we should take in regards to the 
furnace. I will wait action until that time of reply. 


Cordially yours, 


Bani H. Cugod 


inwieei 


October 17, 1940 


AIRMAIL 


Rev. ir. Devid Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear Mr. Crawford: 


In response to your letter of October 2 1 wish to say that 
Mr. Walter Hodge's letter of September 21 was received during 
Dr. King's absence from the office on a field trip. It was 
forwarded to Dr. King and es copy of his reply is attached. 


No doubt you saw a copy of Mr. Hodge's letter of September 21 
to Dir. King in which he outlined the suggestions and finally 
stated that the trustees recommended installation of the Diesel 
oil burner in the hot air furnace at an estimated cost of $165. 
If it is your feeling and that of the trustees that this would 
be e temporary arrangement and it would be better to instell « 
complete new unit, please secure estimates of the cost of in- — 
stelling the new unit and send them to us by airmail. Dr. King 
will return to the office next week and ¥i alt then be able to 3 
agit his final decision. 


Sincerely yours, 


Secretary to Dr. King 
HEW: DH : | 


Enclosure 


Hirst Preshyteriar Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dee. 16, 1940 


Dr 8s (Ba es 
Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


I believe the outstanding oecasion of this past mounth was our 
Thanksgiving Service. We followed the outline as sent to us by 

our Board. We used different members from the 8.S. as suggested. 
Although this ehureh has in the past observed Thanksgiving Day, 
many expressed there Thanks for the serviee and also in being able 
to give to the Board. This is saying mueh for some of these people. 
They have been use to money and now many many are having to pineh 
themselves. Many are working as hard as they ean to keep the 
Chureh and some are realizing for the first time the true signifi- 
canee of the Chureh within their eity. It is strange how people 
wake up to facts eoneerning God only when they begin to hit the 
bottom of their own resources. 


During this past mounth we received cheering word. Money has been 
appropriated to the CAA and a part of that money is to come into 
Cordova to build a landing field here. When this work is to begin 
and to what extent, we do not know, but we think that this will 
be of some help to our city. 


During this past mounth we (that is the eity) met with the Flug. 
Our program was mueh eurtailed by this. The health officer stopped 
the publie Sehool our 5.5. and Y.P. and told us to stop all 
practicing for our Christmas program. Mrs. Crawford and myself 
fell to the Flu, but we are feeling much better now. At present 

we are working toward Christmas with high hopes. The Choir is 
working on a number to give and the Children are working toward 
their program. 


On a whole this past mounth has been a general mix-up. That is with 
its sickness and programs and preparations, but on the whole I have 
felt a much better feeling amoung the people. Our numbers have 

been curtailed, but weather has much to play.(High winds and heavy 
rain fall.) 


I wish to say in ecloseing, I thank you for your suggestion of last 
letter and I hope you eontinue to guide as you see fit. My constant 
prayer is for the best for the glory of God and If I am doing some- 


thing that could be changed and done better in another way, I am glad 


to change and do all that I ean, be that what ever it may be. 


% 


Cordially yours, 


Darr M. Qugerd 


January 21, 1941 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear Davids 


I am giad your work is showing encouraging signs and I 


do believe you are the men for the place, 


We have been having a sieze of the flu in the States, s0 
Alaska has not been favored. I am glad you ond Mrs. Craw- 
ford both have gotten on top and are able to oarry on. 


Agein let me call your attention to the weekday Bible study 
group. I still feel that you have the opportunity of carry- 
ing out such e program. I suggest you meet in the homes and 
spend one evening in Dible study. I. trust you will be able 
to inaugurate. this program and give it & fair trial. 


Cordially yours, 


January 22, 1941 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crawford 
Cordove, Alaska 


Dear David: 


I note what you say in your letter of Januery 6 relative to 
eriting to churches for help for your young people this summer. 


I must caution you ageinst any such proceedure. If you follow 
this course you will bring us into some very serious and dan- 
gerous difficulties. I am sorry this ig the case, but the way 
the organization is set up, this policy could not be followed 

at all. If you have some friends or churches that could give 
you help over and ebove any offerings or donations they might 
make to National Missions, then that would be a little different. 


Relative to the Sunday school materiel, I suggest you communi- 
cate with Cubbage in Anchorage, or Armstrong in Fairbanks, end 
see whether or not the material you mention could be used with 
the soldiers. 


I sm gled to hear thet Cordove is getting a Coast Guard boat. 
Theat will be some help to you. 


Cordially yours, — 


EBK : DH 


Hirst Presbyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


Feb. 15, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


In reporting for last mo\nth I must report the 
extra fine services of Presbytery. It was an enriching 
experience to myself and also for the members of my 
Chureh. The Installation services and the other contacts 
that the people had with the other members of Presbytery 
were stimulating toward a better feeling towards the 
Church. 


On the other hand our Coast Guard boat was ealled 
back for some reason just after plans had been laid to 
be able to include them in all of our Chureh activities. 
They were a fine group of men and some were very helpful 
to us in carrying out our program. 


Wofk is moving along en a rather even keel and we 
hope that it stays this way. Although I won t be able 
te report in this years figure an inerease of member- 
ship, there will be an increase at the Easter season. 


We are meeting one very grave problem at the present 
time. I am about to loose two of my best S.S. teachers 
and it is extremely hard to find the same. As yet I have 
no solation for this problem, but I hope to have it worked 
out in a week or two. (I might just add that health 
measures sre causing this change and both would like to 
stay and work but they ean't.) 


In regards to your suggestion qbout Bible Study, I 
have given mueh thought about the suggestion and I hope 
to be able to report in the near futme the suecess of 
such a program. 


Sineerely yours, 


na 76: Cacpind 
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Cordova, 
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March 5, 1941 


AREMATL 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crasford 
Cordova 
Als ska 


Deer Crawford: 


7 Ll need to have e fresh appraisal of our work 
at Vordova. Will you, therefore, carefully and thoughtfully prepere me 
gush an appraisel and sent it to me immedistely# In order to 
help you give me the informeticon thet I want, I am suggesting the 
following items: 


1. State the population of your community, giving 
the white and native population. Give ae brief 
description of the comaunity. 


2. Hame the other churché@sor religious forces 
that are serving in your community, giving the 
strength of these forces. 


3. Deseribe our church property. Who holds the title? 
Give the cost of sonstruction end the actual value. 
State the condition of repeir. | 


4, Describe your church program. Give the membership 
and attendsnce at worship service, Sundey School, 
young people's organizstion ond midweek service. 

5. In your opinion what is the future for our church 


in your community? Give reaenas for your opinion.’ 


Cordially yours, 


EBK:B 


Qe 


Hirst Preshyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


April 22, 1941 


Dr. Everett B, King 

Beard of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. King, 
In summing up the werk ef the past three mounths, I believe 
the highest peak ef eur Chureh life was reached on Easter 
Sunday. In fact our Holy week services coupled with the 
Easter services is the highest peint we have reached since 

iy coming te Alaska. I believe the one factor that made 

the services seem so high was the faet that three peeple, 

whe are no longer young people and who have never as yet 
joined any Church came of their ewn free will and gave 
reasons very definitely why they felt they should join the 
Chureh., Then they asked to te admited into the Chureh. It 

was indeed gratifying. In the same manner two ef the young 
eouples of the town eame and asked that I write for their 
letters. did and they too were received into our fellowship. 
Expressions saeh as these give one hope and strength to 

carry on and on and on regardless of all obstacles. Therefore, 
I wish to report our progress. 


On the other hand I am going to have to report that at present 
I am not going to be able to carry out your suggestion in 
regards to mid week services. I have been trying to get one 
started, but I ean't..I am not going to give up hepe in the 
idea, and I hope to be able to report someday that such a 
program is being carried out. 


Sincerely yours, 


Hirst Presbyterian Church 


DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


May 24, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, Ny¥Y. 


Dear. Dr. King, 


In reporting for this -past mounth one must say that everything 
has been moving along as well as can be expected considering. 
KR add the last werd because Cordova is at the present time 
facing a grave labor problem. Instead of the great multitude 
of workers coming up from the outside there has only been 
about half of the needed number. It seems as though the 
workers have received work outside and care not for coming 

to Alaska for just the summer as they have previously done. 
This means that every one pitches in and works. The fish and 
the canneries have no respect for Sunday's and so in like 


manner the Church and 3.8. suffer in attendance. My congregation 


at the present time extends from Cape St. Elias to Bristol Bay. 
And this is the greatest scattering that Cordeva has ever had. 
For instance, out of about 100 ¥A children who can come and 

de come to $.S. there is not one left availabe for 8.8. ufddys 
over 16 years of age. From the age group of 10 to 16 there age 
only about 4 whe are not taking care of smaller children while 
their mothers are working. There age only about 25 women 

left in town who are not already employed and a half of these 
will be employed if ang great run takes place. Thus you can 
appreciate our problems. We are going to keep the 3.8. and tne 
church open, but we have already been forced to abanden the 
young People's work. We have been planning for mounths a 

daily vacation Bible School and we still plan to have that 

in order to give something to these smaller children. Here 

we are hampered- with teachers. Outside of Mrs. Crawford and 
myself we have but one teacher who is not working and there 

is a possibility that she will work, but still we plan to 
carry on. We know that this is just a short seasonal problem 
and we are already planning for the chureh when thés rush is 
ever. 


We have been here almest a year now and we are still as happy 
in our work as when we started. God has been good to us and 
eur work. 

Sincerely yours, 


Sain WH Coed 


ia 


Hirst Preshyterian Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


June 6, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


You spoke to me in regards to books before my coming to 
Alaska. You said,"If you want to buy any books write to 
you and you would.see that I geceived them." I have not 
as yet accepted your offer, because I thought that you would 
be so busy, but now I am anxious that I recétive this 
one book or one that could be used in it's place. I 
am to have charge of recreation at Camp this summer 
and I find my present books are too limited. I have seen 
the book “Good times for All times" by Nina Lamkin and 
I like the book. I do not find it listed in any of my 
catalogues. But I know that it was published by 


samuel French Co. 25 W 45th St. New York City. I am not 


sure of the cost so I am enclosing a check for $4.50..If 
this doesn't cover the cost let me know and I will remit the 
difference. If there happens to be a balance, use it up 

in other similar reading matter or good @evotional books. 


Thanking you for your trouble I remain. 


Bi Sincerely yours, 


A Cut Sa Sein iat 


June 9, 1941 


Rev. Mr. David MW. Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear Brother Crawford: 


Your letter of May 24th explaining the unusual situation 
thet is now existing in Cordova is certainly e discouraging thing 
for you. However, we do not elways have the sunshine and perhaps 
it is better thet we do not. If the discoursging things did not 
bob up and if the difficulties were not faced then I am quite 
sure that our work would never progress. I am gled that 
you cre accepting this discoureging outlook in the optimistic 
fashion. 


Cordially yours, 


’ EBKSB 


eo0* 


Hirst Preshyterian Church 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister 
Cordova, Alaska 


June 23, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. .King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, N. Y.. 


Dear Dr. King, 


One has little to report this mounth save for a continuation 
of what was said in my last report. The Church program has been 
forced to a short program and one with small numbers due to 
the great exodus of people for the summer. By that I mean that 
the people are scattered and working in the canneries and 
fishing. .Their working program come at the time of the Church 
program and they have to make a living when they can. The 
fish are no respectors of Sunday. 


However,.1I might report one very interesting trip that I 
took this past mounth. You will find it on my report. I went out 
for two days with the man on parole of the fishing flats..This 
trip was interesting from the standpoint that I was able to 
make contact with some 20 different fishermen. We traveled 
nearly 150 miles in the course of the two days that we were 
out. .These short calls that one is somethiwhes able to make 
seem to mean so much to these men..I have tried to estimate 
the value,. but words are entirely too inadequate. Perhaps 
the greatest value lies in the fact that the men in these 
desolate places get to understand that some one thinks about 
their soul's welefare and on the other hand the worker gets 
the uplift by knowing that what he says and does is not all 
wasted effort. As long as there is a spark it is worth flaming. 


I believe I should make some report now for the past year, 
for it was during this past mounth that we celebrated our arrival 
into Alaska..This past year has been one of the greatest years 
in our lives. It is second only to the year that I gave myself 
into the hands of God and then promised Him that I would enter 
into his ministry. It has been one of great growth for me. 

I Beve felt a great mellowing of my own personal relationship 
with God. I have faced greater temptations and bigger problemm 
this past year, but God has been so good. He has helped and he 
has given strength. And so whatever we have done and whatever 
may be the results of our past 4g year's work He deserves all 
the credit. Our prayers are for the future, with many sould won 
into the kingdom and united under the great Church of Christés. 
Our faith, our enthudgsiamm and our goal is far strenger and far 
greater now than it was last year and God willing we hope to 
continue to be His servants doing His will. 


Sincerely yours, 


ns Nell 


hat 


July 7, 191 
Rov. Mr. David H. Crawford 
Cordova, Alesha 
Dear Crawford: i fo 
We have requested the book, GOOD ? ALL TIMEs, 
be sont to you from the publisher and in addition, we are placing _ 
an order for Toyohiko Kagawa's latest book, BEHOLD /THY he | 


I think you will find this book of Kagawa's most q 4/9 
interesting and certainly very stimilating. : 


Cordially yours, 


EBK : TTL 
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July 8, 1941 


Air Mail 


Rev. Mr. David H. Crawford 
Cordova, Alaske 


Dear David: 


I was very happy to receive your letter of June 
twenty-third and rejoiced especially in your last 
peregreph. You are in a very difficult field. You 
have some rather herd problems to face, snd certainly 
it is not essy to find the answers. 


I am glad that the work has hed 6 good effect 
on your life end in your féith. 


Cordially yours, 


{ 
i 
EBK :HB | Wate h 


Mae. ig 


Hirst Presbyterian Church ' 
DAVID H. CRAWFORD, Minister : 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dr. Everett B. King 

Board of National Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 

New York, NyY. 


Dear Dr. King, 


Between a tradgedy that visited our city and our 
Bible School I have been kept so busy that the sending of 
this report has been delayed. A young boy of the city 
was drowned while out on a picnic. Some of us gave part 
of our time to the pabrolling of the beach for the body. 


At last we were able to carry on our plans. We have 2 
had our Bible School and it was a big success. We had , 
planned this school for the first twe weeks of June. At > 
the last min. we cancled our plans because of the great 
exodus of children to the clam beaches. .We then laid plans 
of the first two weeks of July and again we felt it better 
to hold off. Finlayly on the 14th of July we opened the 
Bible school and weather was against us. The worse storms 
of the summer came upon us..One day we were forced (due 
to safety of the children)to abandon Bible School for that 
day. The number who attended were few in comparison with 
Our winter number,but we had most of the children who are 
in town at the present time, We graduated 23 at our 
commemcement service. The children had studied well and 
were a credit to our efforts. 


The past mounth has certainly been full. Miss Emma 
Stauffer stopped off with us for a few days at the beginning 
of the mounth and the visit was refreshing. Then a week ago 
Sat. the Sunday School Times' tour stopped. We had a service 
in tne church for them and then a long visit with Rev. Waggoner 
and Mr. Lane.. These visits are so helpful and so much appreciated 


I made two very interesting trips this pa.t mounth,. 
I am the scout master and I had planned a trip with the boys 
on one of the government boats. I never dreamed of the possi- 
bility of being able to make some out of the way calls that 
should be made, but while on that trip I was able to make 8 
visits that I believe are going to bring their fruits. The 
other trip I took primaraly as a little vacation. I went with 
the Bureau of Fisheries. Again I never dreamed of the possibility 
of calls, but I was able while on the trip to make 9 different 
calls. 


To report in general one-must say that everything is 
moving along even better than can be expected under the 
circumstances. As I have reported before, the town is spread 
out, Workers are scarce, Jobs are plenty ané everything is 
running on Sunday. 

Sincerely yours, 


urrA 


~ ee we 


August 12, 19,1 


Rev. David H, Crawford 
Cordova, Alaska 


Dear David: 


Thank you for your interesting letter of July 28th 
with the desoription of the Bible school that you were able to 


carry Ome J am happy in the report, 


I hope that it will be seuathile for me to see you 
while I am in the Territory this next month, 


Cordially yours, 


EBK TTL 


